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VIII. CONCLUSION
We have considered the early wave which carried Egyptian and
Syrian and Anatolian worships to regions outside their homes, and
the later wave which carried similar worships (though in a some-
what different form) and Mithraism through the Latin part of the
world. We have also sought to estimate the diffusion and inten-
siveness of these cults, and our observations have led us to reject
any idea of a substantial concomitant orientalization of life. Two
objections might be raised; first, is this likely in view of the
Oriental influence which has been so often assumed in art, law,
and political forms ? Second, what of the enormous change in
intellectual outlook and spiritual atmosphere between Augustus
and Constantino? Is not the result something much more
Oriental than Greek or Roman in type and temper? And could
not a shift In religious ideas be at least a contributory cause for
such a transformation ?
As regards the first point, legal orientalization and political
orientalization within the period down to Constantine are, in fact,
at best highly doubtful1. The precise extent of Oriental influence
in art is disputable (see p. 558 sj.\ but that there was material
influence is not open to question. Nevertheless, there is this
crucial difference. In art we are dealing either with imported
works or with works produced by artists who had left the Near
East and settled in the West or with copies of these works. In
cults it is not so. When a foreign group brought a strange cult,
the ministrant or ministrants of that cult belonged to its racial
background; the cult of Sarapls on Delos remained in one family
for generations. Control would, however, often pass to citizens:
thus after Claudius, the archigattus at Rome was a citizen, Rome
became Cybele's holy city, so far as the West was concerned, and
the cult was, so to speak, de-AnatoIized. Mithraism had no
professional alien priests. Under these conditions, however care-
fully forms were preserved, there was not a personnel with
genuinely alien instincts, and this must have contributed power-
fully to the absorption of the cults. The suggestion which is here
examined involves a modern notion of religion as mainly a matter
of a specific type of ideas, distinct from those of everyday life, and
such that a change of these ideas will alter men's attitudes,
Alteration is effected by conversion to the prophetic religions; but,
even there, it is not as a rule thorough-going and here, it can
seldom have resulted from adhesion to one of these cults.
1 Cf. N. H. Baynes, J.R.S. xxv, 1935, pp, 83 sqq.